
Clarissa Walker Long Remembered as a Community Servant
A Founder, Legend, Mother and Much More 

Gone but not forgotten is a phrase that many can embrace when referring to Clarissa Walker, a longtime 
Sabathani employee who made her transition from this earth on March 7. But Mrs. Walker –- as Clarissa 
was so fondly called by many people -– was far more than an employee. To the Sabathani community, she 
was a builder, a founder, a legend, a mom and a lover of all people.

Mrs. Walker was quite active in Sabathani Baptist Church in the 1960s. 
Sabathani Community Center was organized in 1966 mainly to provide 
recreational activities to youths in the Central and Bryant neighborhoods. 
It was Mrs. Walker who saw that so many families were struggling with 
obtaining basic needs such as food, clothing and shelter. Sabathani quickly 
broadened its scope to meet those needs. Mrs. Walker initiated a program 
that eventually became known as Sabathani Family Resource Center. 
Today, Sabathani’s Family Resource Services serves 90 percent  
of the population coming to Sabathani for help.

Clarissa played a vital role in the evolution of Sabathani on many fronts. She was an original employee of 
the first Sabathani Youth Center and created the social service component beginning with the food shelf. 
Later, the Family Resource Center was formed, which, along with the food shelf, included two emergency 
homes for homeless families, a clothing boutique, tax assistance, community gardening and emergency 
assistance. 

Mrs. Walker lived for her family and the community. She enjoyed speaking to groups, educating them 
about needs in the community and prodding them on what they could do to help. She was passionate 
about the work that she provided, and loved it so much that she served the community on a local and 
national level.

Clarissa’s career spanned 40+ years at Sabathani. In her later 
years, she was recognized with the 2004 Preus Award for career 
achievement and dedication to volunteerism. She retired in 2007. 
She leaves behind an organization that today serves more than 
26,000 people through four programs: Family Resource  
Services, Horizon Youth Program, Senior Center and First  
Access Health Center.

Sabathani’s intent is to honor Mrs. Walker’s memory and 
contributions through an annual event. Plans are in the infancy  
stage and more information will be forthcoming. 

Many donations have been made to Sabathani in memorial to  
Mrs. Walker. If you would like to make a memorial donation,  
please mail a check payable to:

Sabathani Community Center 
310 E. 38th St. Suite 200  
Minneapolis, MN 55409

Or make a donation online at http://www.sabathani.org.  
List “Walker Memorial” in comments field. 

Sabathani 
Community Center
Spring 2011

Sabathani Community Center

Sabathani now serves more than 26,000 
people a year with a food shelf, free clothing 
and other basic needs, a senior center, 
after-school programming for kids and 
community-based health and wellness services. 
Sabathani welcomes people of all cultures and 
backgrounds. Please consider a gift of $25, 
$50 or more to support the work of Sabathani. 
Thank you!

Shana Zaiser, Board Chair
Clyde Turner,  Executive Director
Pamela Young, Newsletter Editor

Sabathani Community Center is a 501c3  

non-profit organization. Donations are  

tax-deductible. 

Mission 

To strengthen youth, children and families  
and to build the capacity of the community  
that Sabathani serves. 

Become a sustaining donor today!  
Log on to www.sabathani.org to set up  
a secure monthly gift schedule.

Also see us on guidestar.org

Other Contributions Include:

 
and secured its first grant 

board chair of the Southside 
Neighborhood Housing 
Service in Minneapolis. 

Neighborhood Housing Board 
in Washington, D.C.

 
Director of Sabathani

 
Executive Director

Thank you to all who have honored  

Mrs. Walker with a tribute gift.
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Record Food Donations Poured in for March Campaign 
Sabathani is marveling over pounds of food donated during Minnesota FoodShare’s March Campaign. Sabathani recorded  
125,425 1bs. of food donated during the campaign. This is a 137% increase over last year’s 52,923 lbs. The extra  
pounds of food were due largely to the generosity of Food Rescue of Second Harvest. Sabathani distributes 638,000 lbs. of food a 
year to nearly 26,000 individuals through its Family Resource Services department.  
 

We couldn’t make the accomplishments that we do without all of our donors.

Sabathani thanks all individuals, churches, schools, employee workplace campaigns, businesses,  
employees and board members who gave during the March campaign. Nearly $10,000 was given in 
monetary donations. All campaign gifts were leveraged with incentive matches from MN FoodShare  
and the Feinstein Family Foundation, a national funder supporting the work of local food shelves across  
the country. Thanks to all of you, Sabathani has fed nearly 4,000 hungry families so far this year. 

Donor News

Sabathani Needs Your Vote in Drops of Good Maxwell House Competition  

The click of a mouse will allow Sabathani to update its landscaping, build a new garden and give its walls a colorful 
facelift. And you can help!Sabathani is in the running with 9 other community centers from across the country 
competing in the Maxwell House Drops of Good Community House Campaign. Only the top 5 community 
houses will win a $50,000 building makeover.

Everyone can put Sabathani in the top 5 by going to http://www.maxwellhouse.com then click on Sabathani  
and vote once per day through the end of the contest on June 17.Watch the video and see why Sabathani means 
so much to so many.

P.S. Don’t forget, vote once per day through June 17.  
Please use both work and personal email accounts.Thank you!


